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THE NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, TUESDAY, 


. HOOVER'S. DIVORC 
_ ACTION 


Sequel. to Wife’s Alleged In 
fatuation for Man Met 
in China 
“N.C. D. N.” SPECIAL SERVICE 


Washington, Mar. 10. 


The compiaint® in the ‘divor 
action brought on behalf of Mr.. 
Hoover, described..ds an America 
aviator now living in China, agains 
Muriel -de Vere, Littleton Hoover 
was published ‘in. ‘this morning’ 
newspapers. - 

It describes how Mrs. Hoover m 
Generai George A: L..Dumont, no’ 
French military. attaché in ‘Washing. 
ton, while she was in China in 19: 
and 1926 and asserts an infatuatio: 
| started which has continued sinc 
‘that time, 4 

General Dumont is named as co: 
respondent in the action, which, thi 


tested by Mrs. Hoover who i 
described as an “English beauty.” 
The suit bhgs aroused considerabl 
local interest as General Dumont 4 
widely known in social circles here.§ 
—United Press. 
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& THE NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, MONDAY, MARCH 11, 1929 


a 
LOCAL MAN’S.:DIVORCE 
ACTION +e cz 
“ 


Mr. L. Hoover’s Suit Against 
Wife in Washittgtor 

i 

“N.C. D. N.” SPEctAL Service 


Washington, Mar. 9. 
On behalf of Mr. Lawrence Hoover, 
an American aviator, now in China, 
a divorce suit was filed here to-day 
against Muriel Littleton de Vere 
Hoover, an English benuty. Mr. 
a Hoover named General George A. L. 
Dumont, military attaché of the 
French Embassy ‘here, as corres- 
pondent.—United Press. 
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(C.1.D.) Office Notes 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLIC 
vY 

No. LO .NAAIAG. 
Zo. ff. 


Date. ov. Se. ee coe --e 


Despite careful enquiries little can be 
learned of L.E. de S- Hoover’s movements since his 
return to Shanghai from Nicaragua in December I928. 
He states that he represents W.A- Harriman & Coy.» 
American Pinanciers, and has visited Nanking on 
several occasions with a view to interesting the 
Nationalist Government in the purchase of aeroplanes, 
put whether he has been successful or not is unknown. 

2 From his mode of living Hoover appears to be 
well supplied with funds and it is suspected that, in 
addition to any legitimate business,he is also 
engaged in gun running, but no corroboration of this 
can so far be found. 


Hoover resides at No. 721 Avenue Joffre, 


French Concession. 
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Lawerence &. de S. Hoover. Ne LG. Oe : 

Lawerence EH. de S. Hoover arrived in Shanghe pravClIunf& 21925 “g 
ive of the Auto-Ordnun Corporation of 


as un uceredited representat 
New York. His chief interest in China seems to hxve 
of the Thompson Auto-Rifle und the Thompson Sub-liachine Gun of which 
latter weapon the Municipul Council in September 1925 purchased from 
him 16 for tne use of the Police. In-1926 he visited Mnila, Tientsin, 
Peking, Mukden and Jupan and it is suspected thit these visits were 

in connection with the sule of the guns whicn he represented, although 
so fur «us is known the only business he his put through is the sule 

of the 16 Thomoson Sub-Muchine Guns to the Nuniciogal Police. He has 
ulso puid one or two visits to the Jhinese officiwls in sSnipei, his 
excuse being tht he wanted to find out vhetner any guns vere leunking 
into Chapei. These visits hzve caused suspicion, but tnere is notning 
definite to go on. 


In Muy 1926, Haover upproached the ii.ni.gyer ef the Ogereting 
Depurtment of the Standard Sil Coy., re the sale of Thompson Sub- 
Machine Suns for the Jompeny's up river steam bouts at tie tine 
Hoover steted it wis necessary for the Sompuny to inke upylic.tion 
for a “Huchow" through tneir lJonsul before they woula be alloved 
to import such guns into lhina. Tnis was done, but tne wanerican 
tlinister coulc not see his way to mike application for inis special 
permit to the Vhinese Government to import such vluss ot guns «s it 
was not consistent with tne “Importution of arms for Poreiygners rms 


Regulutions promulgated at Peking in 1908". 


Hoover's conduct here seems to hive incurred tue disyleusure 
of his employers who repeatedly cubdled nim to return to Wew York und 
on the expiry of his contract in Muy 1926 dispensed vitn his services. 
It is wlso said that ne has a privute income whicn mide nim indeyendent 
of tne pasition he held with the Auto-OQrdnance Vorporution. It vould 
uppexr, however, thet this source of finuncisl revenue is uliost 
exnuusted us ne was posted ut the american lub for non-yuyment und 
struck off the list of membership ubout two wonths ..G064 


Hoover's knowledge of the mechanism and purts of the Thompson 
Subd-vwachine Gun and other similur weupons is recognised to ve that 
of un expert. 


With reference to the suspicion resting on Hoover re his 
connection with gun running «end urms smugglers, it is knovn that 
he is friendly with Hoffman, vho is suspected arms devler und wno 
lives in tne Astor House, und with the notorious urms sinugslers 
‘Mlly Widler, yet it is significient tnt his name hzs not been 
mentioned in reference to any urms transuctions reported, wlthougsh 
ut the recent trial of Worthington and Chaiet ut the american Court 
he was u frequent und interested visitor. 


Tne information that ne intende to visit afyghunistan h.s been 
frequently uttered by Hoover, who has stuted his intention to enter tnu 
India at heracni und proceed via Afghanistan, Ispahan, tne Persiun 
Gulf of Aden to africa. This journey to unyone who knows tne country 
would be fraught with dunger and is considered more a boast on Hoover's 


part than uw. reulity. 


Hoover huis ulso been seen in the american Club wexring a Police 
armlet und lanyurd with pistol although he never wus u member of the 
Police Speciuls or tne SeVece He is at present residing at 391 Route 
S.rdinulil Mercier. He is being curefully shadowed. 


‘SECRET . 
. Dear Sirs. ; 
Ser nec: ¢ hava to acknowledge receipt of 
‘your Setten of Vebruary 2, regarding L. a*o 


Hoovers and shall be plevsed if you wili ‘eall 
‘at any time convenient to’ youe 


Yours faithfully, 


Acting Director of Criminel Investigation. 


ut “HOuptaan GeWeM. Grover ReMes : 
; "Naval Staff Officer, Tf 
H.B.M. Consulate-Generel, 
Shanghai. 


FROM: NAVAL STAFF OFFICER ROYAL NAVAL OFFICES 
a ee H. B. M. CONSULATE-GENERAL 
TELEPHONE :—CENTRAL 338 SHANGHAI. 


TELEGRAMS :-—FUELITE. SHANGHAI 


2nd February, 1929. 


SECRET. 


L. d*O. Hoover. 
Dear Sir, 

I shall be grateful for any information 
concerning the activities of this gentleman who is either 
an American or Canadian citizen and who is apparently 
interested in the firearms trade. 

If it would save you trouble, I should be @lad to 
call and view any information you have about him for 
myself. 


Yours truly, 


Gusm Siow. 


The Captain, R.M. 
Chief of C.1I.D 


Z y 7 Be eae Municipal Police. 
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Dear Colonels 


Vath reference to your ietter 


dated august 2 re Hoover, 


ain question. 


Lieut. Col. C.He Halland, O.BeE- 
North China Command. 


Z am forwarding 
herewith a copy of a Police Report, dated 
August 9, giving details of the gentieman 


Yours simoercily, 


Form No. 2 
G.36000-9-36 
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REPORT ON... Lawrence BE. de S. Hoover. 


Made by__.. DeS-I. Robertson. 


Shanghai Municipal Police. £254. 
cin a. es ac es le .  Mfay24 


_._ _CBNTRAL I. O-.  56tmetoen 


_.—. .. Forwarded by_ 4 


Sir, 

: Lawerence £. de S. Hoover arrived in Shanghai 
about June 1925 as an accredited representative of the Aauto- 
Ordnance Gorsvoratjon of New York. His chief tnterest_ in China 
seems to have been the sale of the Thompson Auto-Rifle anda¢ 
and the Thompson Sub-Machine Gun of which latter weapon the 
Municipal Councjl in September I925 purchased from him 16 for 
the use of the Police. In 1926 he visited Manila, Tientsin, 
Peking, Mukden and Japan and it is suspected that these visits 
were in connection with the sale of the guns which he represented, 
although so far as i s known the only business he has put through 
is the sale of the I6 Thompson Sub-Machine Guns to the Municipal 
Police. He has also paid one or two visits to Chinese 
officials in Chapei, his excuse being that he wanted to find 
out whether any guns were leaking into Chapsi. These visits 
have caused suspicion, but there is nothing definite to go on. 

In May I926 Hoover approached the Manager of the 
Operating Department of the Standard Oil Coy., re the sale of. 
Thompson Sub Machine Guns for the Company's up river steamm=m 
boats. At the time Hoover stated it was necessary for the 
Company to make application for a “HuchowS through their 
Consul before they would be allowed to import such guns into 
China. This was done, ‘but the American Minister could not see 
his way to make application for this special permit to the 
Chinese Government to import such class of guns as it was not 
consistent with the "Importation of Arms for Foreigners Arms_ 
Regulations promulgated at Peking in _I908", eee ae eee eee ae 5 


Shanghai Municipal Police. 
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Hoover's conduct here seems to have incurred the 


displeasure of his employers who repeatedly cabled him to 


return to New York and on the expiry of his contract in Uay 


E 


1926 dispensed with his services. It is also said that he has 
a@ orivate income which made him independent of the position 
he held with the Auto-Ordnance Corporation. It would appear, 
however, that this source of financial revenue i- almost 
exhausted as he was posted at the -merican Club far non-payment 
and struck off the list of membership about two months ago. 

Hoover's knowledge of the mechanism and parts of the 
Thompson Sub-Machine Gun and other similar weapons is 
recognized #0 be that of an expert. 

With reference to the suspicion resting on Hoover 
re his connection#i with gun running and arms smugglers, it 
known that he is friendly with Hoffman, who is a suspected 
arms dealer and who lives in the Astor House, 2nd with the 
notorious arms smuggler Billy Widler, yet is is significant 
that his name has not been mentioned in reference to any 


arms transactions reported, although at the recent trial of 


Vorthington and Chaiet at the American Court he was a. 
frequent and interested visitor. 


__The information that he intends to visit Afghanistan 


has been frequently uttered by Hoover, who has stated his 


intentionto enter India at Karachi and proceed via Afghanistan,. 


Isygpahan, the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Aden to Africa. This 
journey to anyone who knows the country would be fraught with 
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Form No. 2 
G.38000-9-26 


Shanghai Municipal Police. 
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danger and is considered more a boast on Hoover's part. than 


a reality. _ vey ; ee 
Hoover has also been seen in the American Club 


wearing a Police armlet and. lanyard with pistol although he 


never was a member of the Police Specials or the S.V.C. He is 


| at present residing at 38I Route Cardinal Mercier. 


Iam, Sir, 


Lobe servant, 
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